Educational Facilities to Scheduled Castes in Dr.BRAOU

CONCLUSION

Open universities provide education to the masses and a large
number of people have benefitted through this system. The scheduled
castes are provided with concessions in the form of reservation of seats,
fee scholarships and extended period for completion of courses of study.
However, the stipulated percentage of seats has not been achieved as
most of the people of these communities from rural areas are not aware
of the educational facilities provided by the University. One way of
increasing the levels of awareness is through establishment of
information/guidance centres which shall be a part of the public libraries.

The Open Universities in United Kingdom, Thailand and Malaysia
have been using public libraries to serve their learners as it is not
possible for them to develop a wide network of libraries of their own.
In our country, we have not yet realised the potential role of public
libraries in the service of distance learners. Our public libraries too
should play an active role by adopting community information services,
especially for the upliftment of disadvantaged communities like the
Scheduled Castes. In liaison with the Open Universities they can start
information centres in the branch libraries located in the areas where
SC communities are predominantly settled. Such services can be
extended gradually to other community information services and to
other backward communities.
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